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To the Carstarphen Clan:

It has been a very pleasant undertaking for me to write
of our ancestors, and this book contains the results of over
fifteen years research on my part, in this country as well as
Scotland, and is the best and most complete record that I
have been able to collect from all sources. In addition to
my own branch I desire to especially thank Walter De Lyle
Carstarphen,; Dr. William Turner Carstarphen, Mrs. Margaret
Carstarphen Stabler, Mrs. Elizabeth Carstarphen Jones and
Miss Birdie M. Carstarphen, for the information they have so
kindly and considerately furnished me, and to all who have,
by their subscriptions, made this booklet possible, I desire
to express my appreciation.

Wishing that it might be possible for us to personally

meet, I am,

Sincerely your kinsman,

ab,._, o cu..,_ﬂ?,z..__
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“A MID-LOTHIAN VILLAGE.
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Notes on the Village and Parish of Corstorphine

“ ORSTORPHINE is said to come

C from three derivations.

First: Cross of Torphin, the older
rendering of the name Corstorphine being—
Crostorfyn—from Torfin, grandson of Mal-
com 11, or from Torphin, an archdeacon of
[Lothian said to have built a cross on this
spot.

Second: Another derivation, that appeals
to many is that of Croix d'or fin—Cross of
fine gold—and tradition has it that a cross of
fine gold was presented to the church by a
Norman Baron.

Third: To Gaelic scholars, the deriva-
tion is, Coire, a large hollow, Stoir, steps
through a wet place, and Phin, from Fionn,
white—viz: The hollow with the white
steps.

Adam Forrester, or Forstar, acquired the
estate of Crostorfyn from Gilchrist More,
brother of William More of Abercorn, in
1376. A former holder of the estate, in the

James E. E. Corstorphine of Scotland
writes:

“The oldest legible name in the church-
yard at Kingsbairns (Scotland), is William
Corstorphine, who died in 1603.”

From the Glasgow Mail (Newspaper) :
“Corstorphine, near Edinburgh, means the
Cross of Torphins, though there 1s no means
whatever now of identifying Torfin or dis-
covering where his cross stood.”

Mr. Gilbert H. Shearer of Philadelphia,
Pa., writes: “‘Nearly forty long years have
elapsed since I last saw Corstorphine, but the
little village clustering around a toll gate, in
a little dip in the road, is before my mind’s

"

eye.

reign of Alexander 1l, was David le Mare-
cchall, and it was forfeited by a Dawvid le
Mareschall, in the reign of Dawvid I, and
given to Nalcom Ramsay.

Adam Forrester built a chapel dedicated
to St. John the Baptist, he died in the castle
of Corstorphine, 13th October, 1404, and
was buried in the Church of St. John.

The 20th and 11th Lord, in 1890 was
James Walter, the present Earl of Verulam,
whose eldest son, James Walter, Viscount
Grimston, 1s M. P. for Hertfordshire.

The armorial of the Forresters, after the
Baillie marriage was, quarterly, hrst and
fourth, argent, three hunting horns, sable,
stringed gules: second and third azurem nine
mullets or, for Ballie: Crest a talbot’s head
erased argent.  Supporters, talbots,
argent motto, spero, ‘I hope.” "

two

From a Book Published in Edinburgh in 1890
By GEORGE WATERSTON & SONS
Kindly Loaned by James Bertram, HEsq.

Janet Donald of Scotland, writes:

“In regard to your name [ have made in-
quiry and hnd it originated in Aberdeenshire.
There 1s a village of the name of Torphins,
your ancestors took their from the
Cross of Torphin, pronounced Corstorphine
—that is the way we spell it here, some places
in Scotland, it is pronounced as you spell it.
There 1s a small place out from Edinburgh,
we can almost see it from one window, they
spell it Corstorphine. We have failed to
hind any clans of your name, but, your an-
cestors being from and belonging to Aber-
deenshire, would be attached to the clan Gor-
don. That is the clan that claims Aberdeen-
shire.”

name
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Carstorphiine

Sir Walter Scott in
“The Heart of Mid-lothian®*

mentions

(T

I'lie Corstorphine Hills
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From an Edinburgh paper of 19o1—
Heirs wanted, Corstorphine or Corstorphan
—The heirs or assignees of (1) Charles
Hume Corstorphine, Merchant, Salisbury,
near Adelaide, Melbourne, who, it is under-
stood, left six sons, Alexander M'Gregor,
James Humphrey, Malcolm Wallace, Don-
ald Bruce, David Hume and Charles Archi-
bald, or the heirs or assignees of any of these,
who may be dead: (2) Charles Corstor-
phine, Junior, Seaman, Lismore Post Of-
fice, Richmond River, Australia: (3) George
(Grant) Corstorphine, Simla, India, and
(4) Duncan Corsiorphine, Planter, Deme-
rara, are requested to communicate immedi-
ately with us. Forbes Dallas & Co., No. 27,
Charlotte Square, Idinburgh.

A copy of Ibsen's “Young Men's League,’
eprinted from plates by the Walter H.
Baker Co., Boston, Mass., has the name of
the translator, Henry Carstarphen. [n-
quiry of the Baker Co., resulted in the nota-
tion that it was from an old edition, long out
of print, and an impossibility to locate Mr.
Carstarphen, but it was presumed, the edi-
tion being originally from London, that he
was an I“nglishman.
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Faesimile of the handwriting of two of the sons of the eriginal Rebert Corstorphine of Scotland
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James Ezra Carstarphen, born January 16th, 1828,
Oldest living man bearing the Carstarphen name
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OBERT CORSTORPHINE was a
R surgeon in the army of Prince Charles

Edward Stuart and was at the battle
of Culloden Moor, April 16th, 1746.

After the disastrous defeat of the Scot-
tish forces, a price being put upon his head,
he fled to America with his three sons, Rob-
ert, James and John, and settled in James
River District, Virginia.

The sons, Robert and James, moved to
North Carolina and settled in the Halifax
District, John remaining at Southampton,
Va. From these three sons came all the
Carstarphens in the United States.

The “U. S. Census of 1790, Heads of
Families,” enumerates the following persons,
resident of Halifax District, North Caro-
lina :

Robert Corstorphin, 4 males, 4 females,
6 slaves.

James Corstorphin, 3 males, 4 females,
16 slaves.

John Corstorphin, 1 male.

All the Corstorphines came originally
from Midlothian County, Scotland, and
modified the broad Scotch o to a, and were
called Carstarphen, although family tradi-
tion says that the original Robert was known
in North Carolina as Robert Corstorphine.

ROBERT, son of the original Robert,
settled in Halifax, N. C., married Drusilla
Fvens and had the following children:

(2) Robert.

(3) Joel.

(4) John.

(5) Marshal.

(6) Elzabeth.

(7) Oney, a bachelor.

(2) ROBERT, born Sept. 15, 1778;
died Dec. 1827; married Polly Bennet and
had the following children:

(8) Drusilla Evens, born Feb. 10, 1824:
died, Sept. 10, 1879; married Mr. Keightley.

(8) Elizabeth, born Jan. 27, 1823 died,
Aug. 14, 1848.
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(9) Mary Ann, born Sept. 30, 1825 ; died
Oct. 13, 1879.

(10) Ezra Richmond, born Dec. 28,
1826; died Sept. 13, 1869.

(9) MARY, married Mr. Squire R.
Nichols, Nov. 20, 1856.

(23) Blanche Asenath, born Dec. 3o,
1857; married.

(24) Cora Bell, born July 18, 1860.

(24)a Robt. Ezra, born, Oct. 26, 1862;
died, Oct. 11, 1884.

(25) Frank S., Jan. 29, 1868.

(26) Bettie Gabriel, Jan. 22, 1865.

(8) ELIZABETH married Feb. 12,
1843, Dr. Gabriel Keightley; she had three
children, all died in infancy. After her death
her husband married, Sept. 28, 1849, her
sister, Drusilla Evens and their children
died in infancy.

(23) BLANCHE NICHOLS married
James S. Megown, Nov. 25, 1880.

(88) Mary Bell, born June 7, 1882.
(89) Robert E., born June 30, 1884.
(go) Willie Gay, born Oct. 28, 1888.
(91) John Nichols, born Jan. 22, 1893.

(88) MARY BELL MEGOWN mar-
ried March 14, 1906, Leslie L. Lemon.

(92) Chas. Vandiver, born June 17,
1908,

(93) James Laten, born July 9, 1912.

(9o) WILLIE GAY MEGOWN, mar-
ried Aug. 1, 1912, Edward Dunlap.

(91) JOHN N. MEGOWN, married
Jan, 25, 1913, to Bessie Lee Coffee.

(94) Harriet Asenath, born Nov. 13,
1913,

(95) Annie Mary, born Feb. 23, 1915.

(24) CORA NICHOLS, married Feb.
3, 1883, to Morton E. Strode.

(96) Julia, born Aug. 23, 1884.

(97) Frank, born March 20, 1886.

(98) Sam Lap, born May 22, 1888.

(99) Tom Will, born May 3, 1899; died
Aug. 12, 1901.

(96) JULIA STRODE, married Walter
[.. Weaver, March 28, 1907.

(100) Edward Morton, born Feb. 3, 1912.
(1o1) Walter Leslie, born Nov. 14, 1913.

(25) FRANK NICHOLS, married Oct.

24, 1900, Lilly Penny.
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